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& FACTSHEET

MA-RE-DESIGN -« 2024

MARINE LITTER PREVENTION THROUGH REDUCTION,
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN, AND RECYCLING OF PLASTIC PACKAGING

(MA-RE-DESIGN)

BACKGROUND

The project uses a multi-level approach to prevent plastic leakage into the marine environment,
focusing on the entire packaging value chain within a circular economy.

e Locally, it supports best

practices in tourism hotspots
at Koh Tao and Trang City
Municipalities (including Pak
Meng, Koh Mook, and Koh
Libong). Led by WWF Thailand
and Germany

:‘/.,\‘\ -

* Nationally, these practices
are expected to influence
policies, for example,
the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) system.
Led by GIZ

&
0/ UNEP \0
COBSEA (g
o
-/

* Regionally, the project enhances
knowledge exchange and
cooperation for marine litter
prevention and marine ecosystem
conservation, contributing to
global policy development. Led by
UNEP COBSEA



FACTSHEET

MA-RE-DESIGN - 2024

WHAT WE DO

As a part of the MA-RE-DESIGN Project, WWF Thailand and
Germany lead efforts in Koh Tao and Trang Cities to reduce

single-use plastics in tourism, improve packaging waste P —
management, and enhance awareness and monitoring
through discussions and capacity building.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS

+ World Oceans Day: In celebration of #WorldOceansDay on 8
June 2024, WWF Thailand, SSI - Scuba Schools International
and Mares, hosted a series of activities, including "Beach &
Underwater Cleanups"

With support from local police and teachers, 424 students
helped clean up Sairee Beach in the morning. In the afternoon,
364 divers from 25 dive shops headed out to clean our beloved
ocean. By the end of the day, a staggering 1.5 tons of garbage
had been collected.

+ Spotlight Koh Tao: On May 3-5, the MA-RE-DESIGN Team
participated in the 'Spotlight Koh Tao 2024' event that
showcases the island’s commitment to conservation and
aims to promote sustainable tourism. We organised a small
exhibition on the journey of plastic, accompanied by a fun
quiz on waste segregation. This event marked a significant
opportunity to introduce the project to locals and tourists on
Koh Tao.

In this regard, Mr. Pinsak Suraswadi, Director-General of the
Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, along with
Mrs. Rumluek Assavachin, the President of Koh Tao Tourism
Association, visited our booth and showed interest in how we
are going to make a difference.

+ Asignificant milestone for the MA-RE-DESIGN project was
the "2nd Stakeholders Workshop," held on November
7, 2024, in Koh Tao, and from November 11-12, 2024, in
Trang. This workshop convened key representatives from
the business, tourism, and municipal sectors, along with
esteemed participation from relevant stakeholders, to gain a
comprehensive understanding of their needs and challenges. =y
The insights gathered will contribute to the development of our | ,
PSC Action Plan. During these sessions, our team distributed
a commitment flyer to ensure all stakeholders were well-
informed before formalising their participation. The workshops
were conducted in a hybrid format, accommodating both
online and onsite attendees.
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* On December 11, 2024, in collaboration
with Trang Municipality, the MA-RE-
DESIGN project organised an event
focused on waste segregation at
Bang Rak, aligned with the zero-
waste community concept to enhance
waste management practices. The
MA-RE-DESIGN team contributed by
distributing general waste bins to the
community and providing educational
support. Additionally, in partnership
with the municipality, they promoted
the "Ma-Gep-Ta" application, which
informs community members about
the types of waste eligible for municipal

. . @ WWF Thailand
collection services.

+ Koh Tao Municipality, in
collaboration with the Office
of Natural Resources and f
Environmental Policy and Planning ®
and with funding from the
Environmental Fund, organised
a significant Big Cleaning Day
under the project "Promoting Community
Waste Segregation and Wastewater
Management on Koh Tao" on December 13,
2024. Representing WWF, the MA-RE-DESIGN
team joined forces with Koh Tao Municipality,
Ban Koh Tao School, local community
members, businesses, and diving shops to
clean Mae Haad, Sairee, and Chalok Ban
Kao beaches, as well as conduct underwater
debris collection. This impactful activity also
incorporated waste segregation efforts and the
promotion of sustainable practices within the
community.
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Additionally, on December 21, 2024, the MA-
RE-DESIGN project supported Ban Koh Tao
School in a beach clean-up activity at Aow
Leuk Bay, Koh Tao, aimed at raising awareness
among local youth. Seventy students and ten
teachers participated in the event, which was
organised following a major flood in the area
that caused damage and left a significant
amount of trash scattered around the island.
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